
LANCER PERENNIAL PEA (Lathvrus l a t i f o l i u s )  
For Erosion Control and Wildl i fe  Plant ings  .- 

I n  Indiana,  Michigan, Wi.sconsin 

Descri t ion:  Lancer perennial  pea (Lathyrus ---b l a t i f o l i u s  has been re leased bv the  Ecological  
Sciences Division of the  So i l  Conservation Service  
a s  an  improved v a r i e t y  of perennia l  pea. Lancer is  
a long- lived, deep rooted perennia l  legume. Com- 
pared t o  o t h e r  perennia l  peas, Lancer has more 
upr ight  growth form and e x c e l l e n t  seedl ing  v igor .  
Lancer 's  long stems form a viny m a t  two t o  t h r e e  
f e e t  high. The herbaceous stems d i e  back each 
year. 
during the  summer, 
white t o  deep purple  and are borne on a raceme of 
four t o  ten flowers. The l a r g e  seeds a r e  contained 
i n  pods which s h a t t e r  when f u l l y  r i p e .  

I t ' s  bloom period i s  four  t o  s i x  weeks long 
The a t t r a c t i v e  flowers vary from 

Conservation Use: Lancer perennia l  pea is w e l l  
s u i t e d  f o r  inc lus ion i n  roads ide  seeding mixtures 
and i n  o t h e r  c r i t i c a l  a rea  p lant ings  where t h e  ob- 
j e c t i v e  includes b e a u t i f i c a t i o n .  
b l e  with both g rasses  and o the r  legumes. 
has va lue  f o r  w i l d l i f e  food and cover and i s  known 
t o  be ea ten  by pheasant and q u a i l .  

Lancer is  compati- 
It a l s o  

- S i t e :  
It does b e s t  on permeable, f e r t i l e ,  well-limed s o i l s .  Ouite s a t i s f a c t o r y  
growth i s  made on l i g h t  s o i l s .  
i n t e r n a l  drainage and is d i f f i c u l t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  on sands. 

Lancer pe renn ia l  pea grows on most s o i l s  with f a i r  t o  good drainage.  

It i s  n o t  s u i t e d  t o  w e t  s o i l s  wi th  poor 

Plant ing  Method: For inc lus ion i n  roadside seeding mixtures o r  o t h e r  c r i t i c a l  
area plant ings  seed i n  early sp r ing  or  i n  the  f a l l  no l a t e r  than September 
15th. 
and seed, e i t h e r  by hand o r  with a hydroseeder. 
rows r a t h e r  than s o l i d  seedings 5.s suggested. This may be accomplished wi th  a 
d r i l l  set t o  seed 15 pounds of seed per  ac re  and plugging two of  every t h r e e  
openings. 
l a r g e  and needs t o  be covered or  f i rmly pressed i n t o  the  s o i l .  A l l  p l an t ings  
must be mulched with straw a t  the  r a t e  of 1% t o  2 tons p e r  a c r e  o r  100 pounds 
per 1,000 square f e e t .  

I f  s lopes are too s t e e p  t o  g e t  on wi th  equipment, broadcast  f e r t i l i z e r  
On gen t l e  s lopes  p lan t ing  i n  

Place  t h e  seed k t o  1 inch deep i n  a f i rm seedbed. The seed i s  

For w i l d l i f e  p lan t ings ,  row seedings us ing 20 pounds per a c r e ,  seeding 10 
seeds per l i n e a r  foo t  is  ample. Where poss ib le  r o l l  or  cu l t ipack  before  and 
a f t e r  seeding . 
L i m e  and F e r t i l i z e r :  Apply lime, phosphate 'and potash a s  recommended f o r  
o the r  legumes, such as  a l f a l f a .  

Inocula t ion:  Inocula te  seed with f r e sh  inoculant  j u s t  hefore seeding. Use c? 

s l u r r y  of water and peat-based inoculant .  Direc t ions  and e x p i r a t i o n  da te  a r e  
given on the  inoculant  package. I f  a hydroseeder is  used, add inoculant  t o  
the  mixture a t  4 times recommended r a t e .  
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Rate of  Seeding: A seeding 
rate of  15 pounds per  acre is  suggested i n  mixtures f o r  roadbanks and o t h e r  
c r i t i c a l  areas. 
ings.  

There a r e  approximately 8,000 seeds p e r  pound. 

A rate of 20 pounds per ac re  is adequate f o r  w i l d l i f e  p lant-  
I n  row seedings 10 seeds p e r  l i n e a r  foo t  i s  ample. 

Date of  Seeding: 
l a te r  than mid-September. 

P lant  as e a r l y  i n  the  s p r i n g  as poss ib le ,  o r  i n  t h e  fall no 

Management: 
used, it helps  t o  mow heavy weed growth once o r  twice during t h e  summer t o  
reduce competition. 
spray. 

During the  establishment yea r ,  on sites where equipment can be  

Lancer perennia l  pea i s  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  2,4-D and similar 
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